Finance     

The financial section of this on-line magazine is not intended to financially advise, support, or discourage investors or potential investors.  All content within this section is strictly to present information about stocks of interest to EPM readers.  Anyone seeking information to help guide investment decisions should consult a licensed professional.  Please refer to the market index for  current information.  

Investing in the Future of Criminals...Would You Do It?

When most people hear the word prison, they think of a place for criminals that are locked away from society.  Prisons are often perceived to be full or people who have behaved in manners that were less than humane.  Prisons are thought to be places were people are retained so they do not cause more danger to society.  Prisoners are viewed as people who can never be rehabilitated even if they own up to their crimes and seek to rectify their actions.  They are seen as people who never deserve to be free and are people who deserve to be put to death as justification for their crime.  Whatever the perception, most people do not think of prisoners as people who represent a value in shares of stock.  Prisoners are not thought of as an investment or an entity to gamble upon like slots at casinos.  Yet, there are corporate brands that may challenge the common perception of what a prisoner's value is really worth.  

The Geo Group (GEO) is one of the largest amongst correction and detention companies in the world.  Their company profile, available at http://www.geogroup.com/, reads like any Wall Street conglomerate that offers a great product or service.  They have a market value of over one billion dollars and have an approximate average high-low stock range of $26 to $16.  They are currently trading for about $17.  According to various financial news reports, the forecast for this stock indicates an increase by more than 30% over the next year.  

Corrections Corporation of America (CXW) is another correction and detention company with public tradings.  Their approximate stock value is $21.  Their market value is over $2 billion.  The value of their stock currently has a span between $18 and $27.  According to various reports, the consensus amongst analyst is that the stock is a recommended buy.  Based on SEC filings, Corrections Corporation of America continues to expand with the growth of another facility that will be completed early 2012.  With a history of facilities operating with more than 90% occupancy, it can be expected that their new facility will quickly reach Corrections Corporations of America's typical occupancy rates.  

Pension companies have been stock options for Wall Street investments for a long period of time.  The availability of these stock options goes well beyond, the Geo Group and Corrections Corporations of America.  While the availability for such stocks for public investment is a serious debatable matter that many can explore beyond this short presentation of information, prison stocks have obvious growth potential that is unmistakable.  

Consumer Report

Store Reward Cards 

There isn't a store you can go into nowadays that does not have it's own saving and reward card.  As you pay for your purchase, salesclerks begin their sales speech to entice you into accepting the store savings and rewards card.  So why do we sometimes pause before saying yes?  Sometimes we think about the history of store credit cards that had once promised consumer savings in the beginning, but just ended up bankrupting consumers in the end.  Although it is wise to hesitate, the time will come again for a savings and rewards card to be offered to you again.  So what will you do?

Let's start with two places that are probably close to where you live - Starbucks and Panera Bread.  Starbucks customers should make the effort to get and use gift cards whenever possible.  It doesn't matter that cash is king when it comes to saving.  Having a gift card that you use and reload with money keeps the points rolling toward you getting your 16th drink on the house.  Keep in mind this usually means that you probably have already spent about $70 on coffee.  This free drink can be any size, so use this freebie at the right time of need.  For more information, please review the most current rules regarding Starbucks programs at www.starbucks.com.  

Panera Bread is a panini cafe that rarely costs customers less than $10 for their entire meal.  Unless...you get a freebie on your Panera Card.  When you have and use a Panera Card with every visit, the number of visits and dollar amounts allow you accumulate points toward free or discounted menu items.  There is no need to load your Panera Card with cash, it is strictly a card for collecting points.  Frequent Panera patrons can even get an entire meal for free should they luck up with a free you-pick-2.  A you-pick-2 is a meal that let's you pick any 2 choices among the options of ½ sandwich, soup, or salad.  Getting a you-pick-2 freebie usually means that you have probably already spent between $80-$100.  

Well whatever your poison, a freebie is always nice to get.  Many businesses use reward cards to lure customers to them and to keep them coming back on a regular basis.  In the end, it is better to have these cards even if you are not a frequent customer because the points accumulate upon use.  There may be time restrictions within the rules for using the free points, so find out the guidelines and collect those freebies.  

Spotlight 

---none---

Entertainment Review

J Edgar Hoover

Written by Dustin Lance Black and directed by Clint Eastwood, J Edgar Hoover peeked interest with the starring of Oscar winner Leonardo DiCaprio.  The physical transformation DiCaprio underwent to become Hoover really captured the essence of the man, and DiCaprio's portrayal of Hoover captured the heart of the man.  

Many rumors have always circulated about Hoover's personality.  Vendetta deeds carried out in the past, defined Hoover's FBI as a corrupt agency out to control its citizens.  Creating a representation of Hoover and The FBI might present a challenge in the eye of past frequent indications of how Hoover's private life was a contradiction to the public persona of the FBI man.  Yet J Edgar Hoover, the movie, did a great job of nicely setting these many illusions of fact within the storyline.  Reports of Hoover being gay, dressing in women's clothing, plotting bomb attacks against civil right leaders and participants, and the accumulation of blackmail files against public figures were not left out.  The background connection of how the FBI tried to protect America from foreign attacks reintroduced the real purpose of the FBI.  Today's current times may have even  helped people identify a new level of respect for the FBI that had been long overshadowed by past FBI abuses that plagued the 60s and 70s.   

J Edgar Hoover, is a movie to see.  Anyone who may feel reluctant to see this movie because of the bad aura's of the past, will be pleasantly surprised.  The movie does a fair depiction of the man, his bureau, and his impact on the world.  Best of all, the movie does not force viewers into judging Hoover or siding for or against past media claims.  The movie simply tells a story!

Entertainment Review will have a rating system based using eye winks:

Healthcare Highlights

Medicare Nightmare

The various changes to the Medicare program are defined by four parts: Medicare Part A, Medicare Part B, Medicare Part C, and Medicare Part D.  Prior to these changes, understanding Medicare was thought to be a confusing process, and the addition of these recent changes have caused the process to be seen as added chaos amongst what was already confusing.  There is information available to provide clarity for Medicate parts A, B, C, and D; but the drawn out details designed for clarity are not clear to many.  So here's an attempt at providing some clarity:

Medicare Part A

This is given to everyone.  It is Hospital Care coverage for what a patients needs are while in the hospital.  This gets the hospital paid on your behalf.

Medicare Part B

This must be paid for monthly.  This is like the premium payments taken from your paychecks when you were still working.  It is Medical Care coverage for what your medical needs are as a patient who seeks medical care but doesn't need to be admitted into a hospital.  Think of this as care you get at a doctor's visit.  This get's your doctor visits paid on your behalf.

Medicare Part C

This is paid for by the insurance coverage that you had from your last employer.  It allows you an opportunity to choice a private provider when you receive Hospital Care (Under Part A) or Outpatient Care (Under Part B).  Think of this option as the luxury liner PPO and PSO employer plan that let you choose your own doctors instead of the plan that made you select a doctor from a small list of doctors.  This part of Medicare will help you get the good doctor on the other side of town who normally doesn't take low rate insurance.

Medicare Part D

This is for your prescription coverage.  This is what gets you a discount at the pharmacy.  

Well, I hope that helps.  There is certainly more to this Medicare story.  For further information and for a listing of medicare coverages from A to Z, you can download a Medicare guide at: http://www.medicare.gov/publications/pubs/pdf/10116.pdf.  

Good Eats

Bacon Bacon

Please consult a professional physician to be advised on eating choices that are best for you.

Who can eat a good breakfast without bacon?  No matter how you cook bacon, it's still greasy goodness that can clog your arteries.  Turkey bacon has made it's way up the ranks as being a healthier alternative, but without the extra grease some people think that it doesn't cook so well or taste as well.  After a few turkey bacon cooking trials, the taste may become adjustable.  Yet this healthier turkey option can still make some people reject the notion of eliminating meat from the normal diet.  Unless...there is a veggie option that...well...tastes like bacon.

Veggie bacon!  How can bacon be bacon if its veggie?  Well brands like Morning Star Farms has made this possible.  Morning Star Farms has a veggie bacon product called Veggie Bacon Strips.  These Veggie Bacon Strips look like bacon and are quick to cook in the microwave.  Just as turkey bacon, veggie bacon is an acquired taste that will eventually please the palette's request for bacon with breakfast.  The Morning Star Farms' version of veggie bacon is nutritional and worth a try with the traditional breakfast compliments of eggs, potatoes, and grits.  So give it a go!

Dear Ms. Lady       





What's a Miss Lady Anyway?

Hey Ms. Lady!

Ms. Lady how you doin' today?

Ms. Lady can I please have some spare change?

Hey Ms. Lady, can I get to know you?

What's yo' name Ms. Lady?

Ohh Ms. Lady, you sure are lookin' pretty today?  Where you goin'?

Hey Ms. Lady, let me help you with those bags baby!

Well, excuse me Ms. Lady, yo ain't got to get all crazy!

Hey now Ms. Lady, calm down baby! I ain't mean nothin' by ma' dirty talk.  

Ohh Ms. Lady yo' backside messin' wit me.

Psssst!!! You see me ova' here Ms. Lady.  I know you tryin' to ignore me!  Wit' yo' fiiine mean self!

Ms. Lady's WTF...Why the Hell are People Crying Over Penn State Coaches Getting Arrest?

There are a lot of people pissed off about the Penn State sex abuse scandal.  Penn State has been a much admired sports team that has a history of being an institution for great sports.  This history is a proud one rooted in championship after championship.  This legacy has long been established, but is being quickly called into question because of record making coaches that are alleged to have acted in dishonor against the very youth in America whom they have forged relationships with and recruited in hopes of making champions.  Although champion makers are valued and treasured for their life changing affects, honor should be withheld when their legacies violate children.

Children are innocent beings who should be able to trust adults to care for them and protect them.  They may be short in stature and limited in what they know about the world, but they are whole human beings who have equal rights to live free and not be violated.  The world needs its children to build a better future and children need the world to help them learn how life's liberties are to be treasured and not violated.  

When people who love institutions so much that they are willing to protect those who violate the treasured youth, they are in fact supporting the criminal and immoral actions of the wrongdoer who had no right to violate a child.  While the sport legacies built by the Penn State coaches are admirable, the people who helped build the legacies should not be harbored as sacred when a child's life is at stake.  Human life is always more precious than inanimate objects and abstract ideals.  People who build legacies do not qualify as landmark to be preserved and rescued when they destroy children.  

